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The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:30pm in 

the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building. Present: Donald Sadler, Mayor; Richard Brooks, 

Mayor Pro tem; Lou Hodges, Councilmember; William Pitt, Councilmember; Mike Renn, 

Councilmember and Bobby E. Roberson, Councilmember. Also present: Jonathan Russell, City 

Manager; Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk. 

 

Mayor Sadler called the meeting to order and Councilmember Pitt led the Pledge of 

Allegiance and delivered the invocation. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

By motion of Councilmember Roberson, seconded by Councilmember Renn, Council approved 

the minutes of April 11 & 12, 2022 as presented. 

VOTE: minutes YES NO 

Mayor Pro tem Brooks x  

Councilmember Hodges x  

Councilmember Pitt x  

Councilmember Renn x  

Councilmember Roberson x  

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Brooks, Council 

approved the agenda as presented.   

VOTE: agenda YES NO 

Mayor Pro tem Brooks x  

Councilmember Hodges x  

Councilmember Pitt x  

Councilmember Renn x  

Councilmember Roberson x  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

By motion of Councilmember Renn, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Brooks, Council 

approved the Consent Agenda as presented.   

VOTE: agenda YES NO 

Mayor Pro tem Brooks x  

Councilmember Hodges x  

Councilmember Pitt x  

Councilmember Renn x  
Councilmember Roberson x  

A. Approve – Budget Ordinance Amendment to reflect revised estimate for fuel sales at 

airport 

  



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  MAY 9, 2022 

WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                                  PAGE 

 

 

B. Approve – Budget Ordinance Amendment to reflect revised estimate for occupancy tax 

collections  

 
 

C. Approve – Budget Ordinance Amendment to reflect revised estimate for 

worker’s comp claims   

 
 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: (three minutes) 
None 
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PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM - ZONING:    NONE 

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM- OTHER:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: 

DISCUSSION – BILL & DALE PEELE (request withdrawn)  
 

   CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS:  

                                     MEMO – BUDGET TRANSFERS 
 

 

 

 

 Mr. Russell noted this was a transfer from the Communications (Events) budget not TDA. 
 

 Councilmember Roberson said he didn’t remember the Drifters contract being signed/approved 

by City Council.  Mr. Russell responded that the Drifters contract was $10,000.  The Purchasing Policy 

allows contracts up to $50,000 to be signed by staff.  Funds were allocated by Burroughs Welcome 

($5000), Inner Banks Stem ($3000) and Beaufort County ($1400). There was a total of 25+ sponsors 

with $21,550 raised for the event with expenditures at $18,000. The remaining funds can be used for 

another event in the fall.   Councilmember Roberson requested a copy of the Drifters contract.  Mayor 

Sadler stated the community really enjoyed the concert and there was 2500-3000 people in attendance.   
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MEMO – PO’S > $50,000 

 
 

 A natural gas line has to be relocated at the 5th Street basketball courts.  We are currently 

waiting on NC Natural Gas to perform that task. 
 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES: 

 REPORT – WASHINGTON-WARREN AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 

 

 
*Groundbreaking ceremony was held on April 26, 2022 for the project.  
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REPORT – HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL 

 Mayor Pro tem Brooks provided an update on the Human Relations Council noting the 

following: 

 At its April meeting, the HRC decided to support ways to education our community on Fair 

Housing and also bring awareness to Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

o Our HRC sent out notices to Greenville’s Fair Housing Seminar for Renters and Property 

Managers.  An HRC member sat on one of the Fair Housing Panels. 

o The HRC promoted the signing of a Proclamation by Mayor Sadler to observe Denim Day 

which is a day to fight against “Victim Blaming” in sexual assault cases.  The City of 

Washington, Beaufort County Health Department and other agencies wore denim on April 

27th in support of victims’ rights. 

 District Attorney, Seth Edwards is scheduled to speak at this month’s meeting on the issue of Mass 

Relief and Drivers’ License restoration. 

 The HRC has a seat open and they are working to fill it to meet their need for males.  Council 

appointed a new member to the HRC last month.  

 

APPOINTMENTS:   None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

ADOPT – REQUEST FROM STEVEN NORRIS FOR THE 88 SPACE EXPANSION TO 

CALVARY ESTATES MOBILE HOME PARK, PARCEL # 5676-09-7756  

 Mike Dail, presented the following to Council noting Section 1, of Calvary Estates Mobile Home 

Park was developed in the early 1990’s and contains 39 spaces. The applicant is proposing an 88 space 

expansion containing several new private streets. Once completed there will be a total of 127 spaces. 

Spaces are for rental only and shall not be sold as individual lots. A portion of the property is located in 

the 100 year floodplain however the applicant is not proposing any development within the floodplain. 

The land uses within the subject property’s area are primarily residential and agricultural with some 

commercial uses to the south along w. 5th Street. The adjacent properties to the north, east and west are 

zoned RA20 (Residential Agricultural). Properties to the south are zoned B2 (Commercial) and RMF 

(Residential Multi-Family). City Council continued this item at the February 14, 2022 meeting because 

the proposal had not received Technical Review Committee approval and a variance from the Board of 

adjustment from the curb and gutter and sidewalk installation requirements. The Technical Review 

Committee has now approved the proposal and the applicant received a variance from the curb and 
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gutter and sidewalk installation requirements from the Board of Adjustment on March 17, 2022. On 

January 25, 2022, the Planning Board held a public hearing on the request. After the hearing, the Board 

voted to recommend approval of the proposed mobile home park addition request, to advise that it is 

consistent with the comprehensive plan and other applicable plans, and to adopt the staff report which 

addresses plan consistency and other matters with the recommendation that curb and gutter and 

sidewalks should not be required based on the fact that it was not required in the first phase. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Mr. Russell would like to address concerns with outstanding code enforcement issues in the 

existing portion of the park.  He noted staff will continue to work with developer on those items.   

 

 Councilmember Roberson asked for and received clarification regarding the Board of 

Adjustment granting the exceptions for curb, gutter and sidewalks. Councilmember Roberson also asked 

for and received clarification on the property being located in the floodplain as well as a clarification on 

stormwater.  Mr. Dail stated a portion of the property is located in the 100 year floodplain, however the 

applicant is not proposing any development within the floodplain.   Adam Waters, Public Works 

Director provided a brief response in regard to stormwater and noted the developer is not required to 

install any treatment units due to the project being a low density development.  

 

 Hood Richardson discussed the flood map and noted the base flood elevation in this area is six 

feet.  This project is in a different drainage basin than the Iron Creek Subdivision, base flood is twelve 

feet at Iron Creek.   
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 A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Brooks to accept the recommendation of the Planning 

Board and adopt the request from Steven Norris for the 88 space expansion to Calvary Estates Mobile 

Home Park, parcel #5676-09-7756.  

 

 Councilmember Hodges inquired about making the approval contingent on resolving any 

outstanding code enforcement violations.   Mr. Russell asked for the motion to be amended to include 

the aforementioned contingency. Mayor Pro tem Brooks amended his motion.  

 

 Discussion 

 

 Steven Norris stated they have installed a vegetative buffer many times, but it did not survive.  

He has asked a horticulturist to provide other suggestions in order for the buffer to hold up.  They are in 

the process of installing the concrete pads on the new units being installed.  He is asking Council to 

allow him to start moving forward with the second phase (due to the previous delays).   

 

 (Motion restated) A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Brooks to accept the recommendation 

of the Planning Board and adopt the request from Steven Norris for the 88 space expansion to Calvary 

Estates Mobile Home Park, parcel #5676-09-7756, approval is contingent on resolving any outstanding  

code enforcement violations.  Councilmember Roberson seconded the motion.   Motion carried 4-1 with 

Councilmember Pitt opposing.  
  

VOTE: Calvary Estates YES NO 

Mayor Pro tem Brooks x  

Councilmember Hodges x  

Councilmember Pitt  x 

Councilmember Renn x  

Councilmember Roberson x  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

  APPROVE – BUILDING INTEGRATED COMMUNITIES GRANT   

 APPLICATION FOR A LANGUAGE ACCESS & EQUITY STAFF MEMBER  

 Jonathan Russell, City Manager stated the grant funding will award $60,000 annually for a  

three-year period. During this time the city will evaluate the need and effectiveness of the languet access 

and equity staff position. This application will be prepared in conjunction with Building Integrated 

Communities Staff members through the University of North Carolina. The job advertisement will note 

this is a grant funded three year position.  At the end of the grant cycle, the position will be re-evaluated 

to determine the need to implement it as a permanent position on our pay and salary scale.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Renn, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Brooks, Council authorized 

staff to apply for grant funding to cover a language access and equity staff member.   

VOTE: Language Access/Equity YES NO 

Mayor Pro tem Brooks x  

Councilmember Hodges x  

Councilmember Pitt x  

Councilmember Renn x  

Councilmember Roberson x  

 

DISCUSSION – FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023 BUDGET 

 Jonathan Russell, City Manager reviewed the changes made by Council during the recent budget 

workshop.  Those changes are:  COLA 5%; five cent tax increase; one cent reduction on base (electric) 

utility rate structure and the addition of four EMS personnel.   Another work session will be scheduled 

in the next 2-3 weeks to allow additional public input.    

 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

UPDATE:  ECU PLANNING DEPARTMENT PARKING STUDY FINDINGS 

 Mr. Russell noted the ECU Planning Department presented their parking study findings.  A video 

link was provided to Council as well as hard copies of the study.  Mayor Sadler commended the ECU 

staff and students on their hard work.  Mayor Sadler suggested implementing several of their 

recommendations right away: larger signs in the parking lots, more bike racks, resurfacing the parking 

lots or at minimum fix potholes, restripe parking lots, sidewalk upgrades.  We should also enter into 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  MAY 9, 2022 

WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                                  PAGE 

 

conversation with the phone company regarding their parking lot.  Councilmember Roberson agreed 

with the suggestion of a road diet on 2nd Street, making the street one-way with angled parking. 
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 

 Mayor Pro tem Brooks stated we need to implement the COLA in a staggered format based on 

salary, as we have done in the past.  Councilmember Roberson suggested implementing the COLA on 

the employee anniversary date or possibly delaying until January 1st.  

 

 Councilmember Pitt noted the Town & State Dinner will be held in Raleigh on June 1st.  

 

CLOSED SESSION:   NONE 

 

ADJOURN:   

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Brooks, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 6:05pm until June 13, 2022 at 5:30pm in the City Council Chambers.  

 
      

          __________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk 
 

 


